Design & Planning Goals:

The following are general goals for the design and construction of the County of El Paso’s new Ysleta Annex that will serve the Lower Valley and Eastside residents. 

The Ysleta Annex should:

Provide a safe, healthy and enjoyable environment for both the public and employees.

Provide a space that is easily accessible to the users promoting prompt service as a result of an efficient and productive work place.

Be designed with simple and cost effective maintenance in mind.

Be designed and constructed based on sustainable, energy efficient and environmentally responsible principles.

At this time the construction cost is estimated at $3,900,000 ($136/sf) including a 5% contingency.  Depending on fund available the County may chose to schedule interior improvements construction for later phase for approximately 7,000 sf of building.

Site Conditions and Criteria:

The 6.675-acre site is located along Socorro Rd approximately 300 feet from the intersection with Loop 375 a very busy intersection.

Traffic management plays an important role in this project, and this is not limited simply to vehicular traffic, but also to the individuals who walk or plan to arrive via mass transit. Considerations are taken for pedestrians accessing the facilities not only from the bus stop on Socorro but from the intersection with Loop 375.

Grading and drainage plays a predominant role in the layout of the site with on-site ponding for surface water requiring a noticeable portion of the site.  We intend to integrate the storm water ponding with the landscaping areas, so that it will not only blend imperceptibly on the site, but will also serve to green and irrigate the plants in the proposed landscaping plan.  

Facility Design:

The master plan includes three 15,000 to 20,000 square-foot buildings around an open space comprised of parking, landscape and a small plaza. The current construction phase will include two buildings. A future phase would include the third structure that will frame the common space and provide a façade on Socorro Road.

Other aspects to consider in regard to this design include: 

■ Construction phasing is flexible.

■ Energy efficient orientation of the buildings.

■ Highly transparent design that will provide all departments with direct visual access to the parking and the open community space.

■ Smaller structures with one large central landscaped water-harvesting plaza, along with other, smaller spaces for natural vegetation with water retention basins could elegantly provide for storm water control. 

■ Lower buildings and a plaza with its walkways, would provide the comfortable feel of a traditional Lower Valley scale. The human scale of smaller buildings and an enclosure to frame the common exterior space would serve to integrate the facility into the existing historical fabric (hacienda style), in lieu of adding to the industrial and commercial tone that surrounding buildings are contributing to.

■ An arrangement such as this one would provide a vista terminating along the edge of the property along Socorro Road, while at the same time placing it at a comfortable distance from heavy traffic.

■ This client-oriented design provides convenient service by allowing each individual to park and access service directly to each department from outside.

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)

The design team has proposed to the Owner the possibility to complete design and construction of this facility for a LEED certification from the US Green Building Council.  This would be one of the first buildings certified in El Paso therefore showing leadership and commitment to sustainable and energy efficient facility development.

For this phase as a minimum WDA has identified the conditions under which the LEED pre-requisites would be met for site development, energy performance, system commissioning, material and resources and indoor air quality.  We also developed with our consulting engineers a LEED Project Check List that shows that the project as designed could score 26 points and that in addition we have 17 points under-determined at this level of design.  This demonstrates that a LEED certification could be attained.  

